Tegislative Council,
Thursday, 9th July, 1914.

Pra
Question : Goldfelds Water Supply, Knlgoorlie
reservoir
Leave of absence . 272
Bill : Registration of Blrths, Deat.hs and Mar-
risges Amendment, 1R, . 272
Addressin- repl} sixth day .. .. .. 272
The PRESIDENT took the Chair at

430 p.m., and read pravers.

QUESTION—GOLDFIELDS WATER
SUPPLY, KALGOORLIE RESER-
VOIR.

Hon. R. G. ARDAGIT asked the Cole-
nial Seecretary: What was ihe cost of the
water service reservoir recently con-

siructed at Kalgoorlie?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY
plied : £24,000.

re-

LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On metion by Hon. V. HAMERSLEY,
leave of absence granted to the Honour-
able R. D. Melenzie for 24 consecutive
sittings of the Iouse on the ground of
urzent private business.

On motion by Hon. J. F. CULLEN,
leave of absence granted to the Hononr-
able O, A, Plesse for 24 consecutive sit-
tings of the ¥ouse on the ground of ill-
health,

On mation by Hon. W, KINGSMILL
{for Hon, K. MecLarty), leave of absence
granied to the Honourable Sir J. W,
Hackett for 12 consecutive sitlings of the
House on the ground of urgent private
business,

BIIT—FIRST READING.
Registration of Birlths, Deaths. and
Marringes Act Amendment (introduced
by the Colonial Secretary).

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY
Sixth Day.
‘Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Mini-
ster): In company with those members

who have spoken, 1 desire to express
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muy regret at the death of the late Ilon,
. W. Pennefather. In doing so 1 would
just Tike to say that I came in fairly close
contaet with that hon. gentleman, as lLe
was suffering from a complaint similar,
unfortunately, to that which I have been
suffering from myself, and I very sincerely
regret that the lion. gentleman was not
able to get over the disease to which Le
has fallen a vietim. Furlher than that,
I also wish to express my sincere sym-
pathy to the Hon, €, A, Piesse. Lam sure
that every one of us no matter upun
which side of the House we are sitting, ov
to which parly we belong, sincerely re-
erets (he serious illness of thar hon. mens-
ber. 1 regret also the absence from the
House of the late hon. member, Mr, Moss,
and of the late lon. member AMr, Davis.
T suppose that Mr. Moss and myself came
inta eonflict more than any other mem-
hers of the onse, owing to the fact that
1 was introdueing industrial lezislation
and that he usually opposed it. T thini,
however, T ean say this, and say it sin-
cerely, that Mr, Moss was one, even though
ke was on the opposite side from me, from
whom a great deal could be learned. '[his
Housze is made very much the poorer by
the ahsenee of that hon. gentleman, T
eannot do olherwise also than regret the
absence of my Iate colleague, Mr, Davis.
I reciprocaie ile statemenis whieh have
heen expressed about that gentlemans A
aood deal has been said about the recent
elections. Ti seems to me thal some mem-
bers from an opposiie point of view re-
gard the iate elections as a vietory for
the Liberal party. 1, for one, am in-
tensely proud of the increased Labour
vote that we got In conneelion with the
restricted franchise of flhe Legislative
Council, There is no doubt that the La-
bour party has suceeeded, and succeeded
wonderfully well, in face of the resirieted
franchise for this Honse. When did we
ever come so near io winning the West

Provinee election as we did on this
oceazion ? When was there ever
any possibility of winning so many

votes against such an old and tried mem-
ber as Mr. Clarke? All iiwongh, when-
cver we have contesied seats, we have
secured a very much mereased labour
vote, In addition to that increased vote
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there have DLeen relurned te this House
two Couniry members who by no means
liave declared themseives as being suan-
torters of the Liberal party. It seems to
me that the recent elections have been
more of a defeat of the Liberal party
than a deleal of ihe’ Labour party. There
are a few matters to whieh T desire to re-
fer hefore the Colonial Secretary replies
to all the erilicism which has been levelled

against the Government. There are a
few matters which bhave come more
immediately  under  my  nolice. I
wish Lo refer particularly to the
speech of My, Colebatch, and his
reference to the workers’ homes. The

hon. member has drawn aitention to the
differentiation in the applications under
Alte leasehold prineiple and those under
the freehold prineiple, Of course he has
drawn pictures very detrimental to the
leaseliold principle. There is one mistake,
however, which he made at the very oui-
set. He said that we were giving one per
cent, better terms to the leaseholders than
we were giving to the freeholders. That
1 wronw, Whatever instalmenis are
1aid within one week, there is only a half
rer cent. diiference. Ii is not one per
cent.  Further than that, it might be
pointed out that in conneclion with the
leasehold svstem there was o consider-
able amount of preliminary work to he
done before that svsiem eould he Lirought
into operation. Tt was first of all neces-
sary to secure the land and when that
was seeured if was neeessary that it chould
he dedicated.  Then surveys had to be
¢ffected, the land subdivided and the
necessary vilues appraised, which makes
all ihe difference in the world in starting
such a seheme, as eompared with what the
Workers’ Homes Board had to do in con-
nection with the freehold sysiem. Tf we
could only wet sufficient land in a suitable
locality, we would have no fear of the
leaselhold system.  There is not one svli-
tary block whieh 15 available under the
leasehoeld system.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Tn
there are hlocks.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ier) : T am referring just now to the met-
ropolitan area. There is a vood deal of
evidence that the leasehold applicants

every town

.availahle
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were unable to be supplied with blocks.
Alany were waitiug (o take up land under
the leasehold system hut were obliged to
wait longer, in order that fresh land
might he dedicated. It is all very well
to say that there may be in many towns
leasehold blocks which have not been put
up, but it may be as well to know where
those bloeks really are. T am now refer-

ring parlicularly to the metropolitan
#rea. The hon, Mr, Cullen stated that
there was a quantity of land in
Western Australia. 1t is true there

is a great deal of land in Western
Australia but there are quantities of land
in the metropolifan area which are not
under the leasehold systen.
What land is available is not in a suit-
able localily and is not near to the cen-
tres of activity of Lhe workmen. We do
not wani fo send a man oui into the
counlry who is working on manual lab-
our, wheré it will iake him some lhree
lours longer everv day lo get through
his work. In regord to the freehold sys-
tem, however, there are many blocks in
the nietropolitan area whielh have been
lield For a longz time. It is very easy to
get lold of some of tle blocks. for there
are numerous freehold blocks. and that
is where the difference comes in belween
the seftlement on the leasehold system
and settlement on the freehold sysien.
I have lhiad a little information eompiled
upon this matter. It is a mistake to
azenme that Tart T1E of the Acl is lease-
hold and Parl TV. of the Aef applies 1o
the freehold system.  Almost  every
speaker in dilating upon this matler as-
sumes this, but it is altogether an erro-
neols assumplion. The Minister may
recommend an advance under Part TV,
under the freehold syatem. not only to a
person who holds land in fee, but froin
the Crown, and no distineiion is made
between the freeholder and the Crown
lessee. Then again. Mr. Colebateh
has referred to the difference in
the value of the houses under the lease-
hold syvsiem and those under the free-
hold system. In aseerfaining the average
lie has simply divided the number of
dwellings by the total amount of loans
which liave been approved. This, how-
ever, is not giving the true facts of the
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case. There are numergus cases where,
for various reasons, the board does not
advance the full amount required for
building under freehold, under Part IV.
of the Aeci. 1 think hon. mewhers will
appreciate that fact, that the board does
not always advance the full amount under
Part IV, It only advances part of the
amount ; consequently it may appear that
under freehold it is lower (han under
leaseheld.  Under Part TII. the board
have determined that substantial build-
ings, such as those ot brick or stone, are
better than wouden buildings, and conse-
qnenily there are ne wooden buildings
being erected; they are nearly all of dur-
uble material.
tween these particudar bwidings. The
Workers’ Hemes Board was nsked to ar-
vive al a lrue estimate of lhe eosi, hut
il was explained that this would eniail
a ecnsiderable amount of _work, and but
for that 1 should have had pleasure in
producing the average cost of the diwel-
lings under these |wo particular sections
of the Act. Refercnee bas heen made to
persons not being workers securing loans
under these Acts, If a person does
secure a loan and is not a worker, he is
waking a false declaration. A petson
has to declare (hat he is a worker wilthin
the meaning of the Act when he is ap-
Plying for a loan, '

Hon, D. G, Gawler: What iz the defi-
nition of a worker?

Hon, J.- E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
fer): 1 have not it here. 11 has been
stated that those who nre not workers
are getting loans.

Hon. D, G, Gawler: You wounld not
vefer to his calling, only his income.

Hon. J. E. DODD {Honorary Minis-
ter) : T thing the relurn which will be
presented will show what the oeenpations
of these people are. What we say is that
no worker ean possibly gel a loan under
the Acl unless he makes a deelaration
that he is a worker within the meaning
of the Act. A further stalement was
made that the board would not advance
sums of money fo enable workers to pur-
chase homes. That is correct. The
board did at the oufset advance mohey
lo purchase lomes, hut Ihey closed down
on it bhecause their funds were limited,

That 1s the difference be-,
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and because the Act was not brought
in Lo pav off morigages or loans to
contractors and money lenders. The
Aet was broughi in to enable homes to
be built, not to purchase them, and
although a considerable number of homes
were purchased in tife early stages of the
uperations of the Acl, ihe Treasurer
closed down upon ihe prineiple of buying
ihese liomes, helieving that we should
huild them and not buy lhem. Mu. Car-
son, | think, drew attention to the fact
that «lreers were uot being made in some
of the places which had been dedicated
for workers” homes, but 1 would like fo
know whal privale company or private
individual who subdivides an estale ever
thinks of making streeis.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Many of them.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : I would like fo know who they are
in Western Aunstralia.

Houn, T). G. Gawler: T think {he own-
nets of the Mount Lawley estate made
streels,

Hon. J. BE. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ler): T am preity doubiful whether that
is the ease. T live elose to Mount Lawley,
and I have been making inquiries to find
out whether or not any privafe indi-
viduals have constructed siveets (here. 1t
must be borne in mind that the muniei-
palities get rates from workers’ homes
just as they do from other homes. and
consequently it is to their advantage to
make roads where the workers' homes are.
just as they would in any other part of
the munieipality. Mr. Allen, T think it
was, in referring 1o the freehold as
againsl the leasehold principle, drew a
prefty picinre from a sentimental point
of view of an Englishman’s home. This
is not the first oecasion heve that T have
endeavoured to refute such stalements as
thai.  Mr. Allen has told us of the pride
that the Englishman takes in lis own
lome. 1 would like fo ask what is the
perceutage of people in England or Scot-
land at the presenf time who own homes,
and when an hon. member refers to an
Enelishman owning his home we eanr
peint to the faet that it is the freehold
svstem which is dispossessing the Eng-
lishmen, the Irishmen, and Scotelimen of
Iheir Liomes. Thal is one of the serious
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matters which the British Parliament is
considering, whether it ean provide for
the Englishman having something like a
decent home. If the hon. member will
ouly give us an idea of what is the per-
centage of these people who own their
own homes we should be able to judge
which is the better, the leasehold or the
freeheld principle. 1 am not partienlarly
struek whether it is the leasehold or the
freebold principle whieh is adopted, pro-
vided {he community secures the values
which they create, It may seem aw old
statement to make, and it may appear
like a platitude, but whether if is or not,
it is true, and whichever it is, so long as
we can get the values the communily
creates by the expeuditure of the money,
that is what we want. 1f we can only
do something here to avoid the condition
of things which exists in England we
should be doing something which woulst
be for tie henefit of the people. 1t may
be rhat the freechold svstem is a little more
popular than the leasehold. Personally T
doubt it, hut I believe that if we could
place before the people here the same
number of lots available under leasehold
as under freehold, and under the same
conditions, and in the same localiftes
where the workmen could get easily to
and from their work, they would he sphit
Jup equaily under leasehold as under free-
hold.
Hon. 2. G. Gawler: Why are they all
applying for freehold under the Act?
Hon. 1. E. NODD (Honorary Minis-
ter): They are nat. There are many
applicants waiting tor a chance of secur-
ing leasehold blocks. [ would like to read
a couple of extracts from two letters
written hy people who have huilt under
the leasehold system. The first is from a
resident in ITav-street, Perth, and it is
dated 18th Jupe, 1914. This persen
writes to (he secretary of the Workers’
Homes Board—
You will have donbtless heard from
AMr. Dreghorn that T look possession
of my house in Hensman-street last
Saturday, June 13. T should he glad
if yon would express to the Board my
entire satisfaction with all that has
heen done. In faet, I might truly say
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I am very proud of my new home. 1
should alse like o express my sincere
thanks to Mr. Dreghorn for his kind
attention to all details that I bronght
under his notice. I shall be glad if
any members of the Board happen to
be in South Perth at any time for them
to come along and make a persenal in-
spection.

That is under the leaschold system whieh

is said to be so very unpopular. The next

letter is as follows:—

I have moved into my new lome to-
day, and take {his opportune time fo
tender my thanks to your Board for
the great cousideration and eourtesy
shown 1o e from the day of my appli-
cation to date. I have never had deal-
ings with a Government department
that has been so free from the restrie-
tions and anuoying delays caused
through—very offen necessary —depart-
mental forms and red tape.

How. J. ¥. Cullen: 1t is a back-handed
testimonial.
The home is pretty and good to the
smallest detail, from the foundations to
the lopmost ridge eapping, and has
cvoked great praise from the public
generally and from loeal builders, and
reflects the greatest credit upon all
concerned from your officers who drew
up the plans to the supervisor and
workimen who earvied them out.
He goes on in that strain and I am glad
to have the opportunity of placing these
two letlers hefore members of this House.
Mr. Colebateh also had a good deal to
say on the gold mining industry, FHe
declared (hat this industry was not get-
ting a fair show owing to industrial em-
barrassments. I do not know that a worse
statement than that could possibly he
made. T think a stafement even from the
hitterest party opponent could not be
worse from any peint of view than that
particular one. T will just read what
Mr. Colebaleh said—

T think that it is largely dune to the
faet that our goldfields are not geiting
a chance. I am not going to blame the
Government in particnlar for this, but
T do feel that industrial conditions have
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been imposed upon those who are en-
deavouring to develop our goldfields,
which are not making for the interests
of the State or even for the interests
of the men employed,

What are the faets in connection wilh
those embarrassments 1o which Mr, Cole-
hateh has referred? The only industrial
trouble that I know of in my long ex-
perience that eould be said to have heen
of a serions nature is the industrial
trouble supposed to have taken place at
the Youanmi mine. Right throughout the
lasi 13 or 14 years ihe leaders of the
unions throughout the goldfields, not only
in Kalgoorlie and the Aurcitison. but
elsewhere, have been complhimented by the
mine managers upon the freedom from
industrial trouble, and 1 know of no time
in the history of gold mining in (his
State where such a statement as that by
Mr. Colebatch could apply. 1t is jost
as well when these statements are made
that they should be made with some re-
gard to accuracy. What was the particn
lar embarrassment in this case? 1t was
in regard to the abohition of the contracl
system, and T would like the House to
understand what is meant by mining con-
tract. T have drawn attention to it here
more than onege, and although it is freely
stated that under econtract men earn
higher wages from the statement made
by the seeretary of the union at Youanmi
they ave there evidently looking further
ahead than the mere immediate present.
They are looking to the effect of the
contract system, and I know what that
is. T bhave known what it is everywhere,
in every centre with which 1 have had
anything to do, Although mine managers
will say that men can earn 27s, or 30s. a
day wnder econtract, the effect of that
system 1s simply to bring contraet
wages to a shilling a day more than the
arbitration rate, and there is no system
on earth that is so fruitful in disease than
this partienlar contract system. I have
stated here that there are two sides to this
muestion. There are a number of men
who believe in it and many who do not.
If the employer wants to get betfer work,
if he wanls to give eredit to the man who
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is doing betler work, he has the means of
getting over the diffienlty without leiting
ont contracts. He can pay higher wages
te better men witheut having this com-
petitive system of eontract by whiech men
are simply caling their hearis out under-
ground.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: Why should not a
man be allowed to do so if he desires?

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : There are hundreds of things which
men are not allowed to do. In hundreds
of instances we have to protect men
against themselves. In connection with
the contract system, I appreciate the faet
of men endeavowring to protect them-
selves and their fellows from its evils.
There is no country in the world where
sueh a large number of men are em-
ploved, and which is freer from indus-
trial disturbanees than the goldfields of
Western Australia have been, and I say
emphatically that it was a eruel slander
to say that the goldfields are nol getting
a fair chance by reason of industrial em-
burrassments. The hon. Mr. Colebatel,
among others, should go down on lis
knees and thank God that there have
been, and that there still are men on the
goldfields who have done all they coulil
to prevent industrial embarrassments and
to give the mines a fair chance, as they
have done sometimes in the face of severe
criticism from their fellows in every part
of the State. The hon. member had some-
thing to say in reference to the proposal
of the Government regarding miners’
phthisis, and the attitude he adopted
when the Workers' Compensation Bill
was being digsenssed in this Chamber. T
want to say for the edification of the
hon. Mr. Duffell that the Commission
which sat in 1904, and which was ap-
pointed by the Covernment of whiech Mr.
Gregory was Minister for Mines, recom-
mended certain things. The Commission
were composed of the most practieal men,
scientific men and men skilled in teeh-
nical matters whieh it was possible to
secure in Australia, and were appointed
by M. Gregory. The Commission spent
11 months in going about the country
tearning what they counld regarding the
ventilation and sanitation of mines. They
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were not a partisan Commission; some of
them were Government officials and they
made certain recommendations as to re-
gulations which should be gazetied in re-
gard bo mining. The most important re-
commendation made by the Commission
was ignored by the gentleman who ap-
pointed them. Had those recommenda-
tions been carried out in 1904, the pre-
sent Government would not have had to
step into the breach to-day and find
some thousands of pounds to relieve the
effects of this terrvible disease. With re-
gard to check inspectors, T want to say
thai the present State Mining Engineer
has been and is still in favour of them,
and for anvone to state that we propose
to give unlimited powers to these inspee-
tors is beside the mark. Their power was
defined in the Biil and the Government
were quite prepared to accept very much
less than was asked for, in order to get
some relief. Amendment after amend-
ment was submitted to induee this Honse
to give us some reliet in regard to mines
regnlations. Let me point out also in re-
gard to the Commission that a mines regu-
lation board was recommended, and I
maintain that if a board had heen ap-
pointed, even in each centre, there would
bhave been infinitely betier results than
we find to-day. The Minister for Mines
eannot possibly know all that is going
on, but if a leeal board, econsisting of a
representative of the empluyers and one
of the employees, together with a Gov-
ernment oilicial were appointed to in-
quire into the working of the mines,
the best means for combating disease,
and for providing better methods of
drilling, we should have had very much
better results. I feel very strongly on
this point. T know that the Mines Re-
gulation Bill was defeated, not by reason
ol what it contained, but owing to the dis-
trust generated against members on the
Government side of the Houge. The Gov-
ernment did not ask that the whole of
the Bill should be passed. We would
have been pleased if the whole measure
had becu passed, but we were prepared
to accept a number of amendments. How
ever, after we had made out a case in
favour of the Bill, hon. members passed
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the second reading and then, at the in-
stigation of Mr. Connolly, shore the
Bill of everything of any possible bene-
fit. In this connection the House took
a stand which it cannot and never will
be able to justify. After the discussion on
the elause dealing with check inspectors,
two members walked out of the Cham-
her rather than vote on it. They did
not desire to vote for the eclause and
they were conseientious enough not to

vote against it. This is the nosition
in regard to the Commission which

sat in 1904, Instend of Mr, Gregory
carrving oul the recommendalions of
the Commission, he then appointed
another Commission fo  ascertain  the
extent and prevalence of wminers’
lung  disease. Tr. Cumpston con-
stituted that Commission. How many
many limes have theose fighting for the
Bill been accused of over-stating the ex-
tent of the disease, and the number of
aceidents? Time after time hon, mem-
bers have charged us with being led away
by sentiment and over-stating the ecase
in every possible way, but Dr. Cumpston
stated that 33 pev cent of the men on the
mines were suffering from this disease.
Then Mr. Gregory, in order to escape
from bis responsibility in regard to this
particular Commission, appeinted a third
Commission. which eannot by any means
be said to have been a satisfatory ome.
1 have said before, and I say again, that
I will not utter a word against the per-
sgnnel of the third Commission. Despite
all the eriticisms, I lave not spoken slight-
ingly of the Commission, except to say
that it was not a satisfactory one. The
Conmmission was appointed simply to get
over the responmsibility of Mr, Gregory
ignoring the rtecommendations of the
Commission of 1904,  But when the
Workers’ Compensation Bill enme Lefore
us, in which industrial diseases were
classed as aceidents, the report of the Cora-
mission was hurled at us again and again,
and this report was responsible for indus-
irial discases being deleted from the Work-
ers’ Compensation Bill. We hold that an
industey should bear the burden of those
who are injured or mmmed by reason of
working in it, partienlarly the mining in-
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dustry which bas paid 24 million pounds
in dividends and has not given one cent.
for the alleviation of the men working in
it, This industry should have paid for
the loss of the health of the men conse-
quent upon them working in it,  The
Governmment are endeavouring to do Some-
thing for thyse who are suffering from
this disease and have oftfered to subsidise
a grant by (ke mining companies and to
give a subsidy each year, based on one
third of the contributions each from the
mines and the employees iu order io over-
come the diffienlty., In this connection
no scheme will be submitted to Parlia-
ment. We shall probably submit a Bill
to provide for the creation of a board.
What we propose is more in the nature
of an experiment than anything else. To
come to Parlinment with a scheme based
on actuarial figures would mean no relief
for the men, because neither the mining
companies, nor the men, nor the Govern-
went, at present are prepared to pay
what an actuary would demand to be paid
to meet the obligations te be incurred. The
hon, Mr. Colebateh referved very slight-
ingly to the fines inflicted on the men
who have brokeu the Arbitration Act.
He zaid that, even when fines were in-
flicied, they were either remiited alto-
wether or were largely reduced. Ounly on
two or three occasions have any fines
Lbeen inflicted. 1In the very first case
hrought before the police eonrt under this
Act, the magistrate inflicied the maximum
penalty. Thae partienlar trouble involved
lasted only some nine or ten days, and
suvely no harm is done to (he commuuity
when a fine is remitted for a first offence
under the Aet. Nay T point ont a few
other aspecis of the matter? Tt seems
a remarkable thing to me that hon. mem-
bers ean see only one side; they never
see the other side. We have an Barly
Closing Act and I say that the fines in-
flicted under this law are an absolute
seandal to our administration. It is re-
markable {hat hon. members know nothing
about this. They see the issue where men
are fined simply for breaking some claunse

in the Arbitration Aet, but they see noth-
ing of the other cases. Only one day
last week there were 11 eases under the
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Early Closing Act, and the aggregate
amount of the fines was G6s. 6d. Can one
imagine a more ridiculous state of affairs?
Ever since the Early Closing Act has
been iu exisience the inspectors have ex-
perienced lrouble, because decent fines are
not imposed.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: Industrial trouble
15 not likely to be caused through not
elosing at the proper hour.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
er): There is just as much detriment to
ihe employee who is compelled to work
against Lis will in vielation of the Early
Cloging Aet, as in the other direction. 1f it
is wronz tu infltet a small finre in connec-
tion with one Aci, surely is is just as
wrong fo impose the maximum fine under
another Aet provided the effects of the
breaches of the law are the same. In one
instance the effect of the breach is felt
by the employer; in the other it is felt
only by the employee. 1 might he per-
mifted to say a few words concern-
ing the ecarpenters’ irouble. In doing
so [ would like to state, as [ did from
the beginning of that trouble, that it was
utterly unwarranted. For aboui a fort-
night I endeavoured to bring about 2
seltlement. 1 have no hesitation in say-
ing that the men who brought about that
trouble in {he way they did, not only did
something in the nature of a bhreach of
the law, but even from the view point
of tactics did something ulterly unwar-
ranted in cvery shape and form.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Who were the men
who brought it abont?

Hon. J. E. DOND (Honorary Minis-

ter): I am speaking now of the
unionislts who eowmmenced the lrouble,
For a number of unionists o eom-

mence a trouble of this deseription,
likely to have such far-reaching effects,
hecause a number of men would not join
their union, was from the view peint of
{aeties ridiculous and suieidal. Ts it to be
helieved that 1 am going out on strike to
make my wife and children suffer, and to
canse the wives and children of perhaps
hundreds of others to suffer simply be-
eause certain men will not join the union?
I prefer to make the other fellow suffer.
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Hon, 3. F. Cullen: The carpenters were
only obeying a resolution.

Heon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : They were obeying it to the extreme
letter and they tried to bring about a
movement by revolutionary instead of by
evolutionary methods. That was the dis-
tinelton. 1 say those men brought about
the trouble in opposition to the wishes of
the responsible Labour bodies of the met-
ropolitan area. Let me say this also, that
as far as the non-unionists are concerned
b oeantot understand a man refusing to
Jjuin a union and causing all the trouble
thae was caused in this instance, more
espeeially when these non-unionists had
ne need to contribute to the political side
oi the movement. } approached those
men nyvselt, and gzave them the assurance
that they wonld not have to contribute
ohe penny towards the political side.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: They are hound Lo
contribute if a levy is made.

IIon, J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter): No. In this partienlar umon the
members ave all free.

Hon, J. I, Cullen: But then they would
be ealled “seabs.”

Hen. J. 15, DODD (Honorary Minis-
tery: I do not think there is anything
in a stalement of that kind. When 1 was
on the Kalgoorlie fields, | prided myself
on being a member of the biggest union
there, and we never had any oeeasion to
seek Lo foree anyone against his will. I
quite believe that even now, at this present
tinte, the men would not in such circum-
stances he compelled to pay the levy.

Tion, J. F. Cullen: They would be
marked men, though.

Hon, J. . DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter}: T do not think so.

Hon. J. T Cullen: Their hife would
be made a misery to them.

Hon, J. E. DODD (Honerary Minis-
ter) : I do not think there is any question
of these men heing marked in any way.
I may say that this is especially so in eon.
nectton with the earpenlers’ society, be-
cause the headquarters of that society are
in England, the same as are the headquar-

ters of the engineers’ and other
erafi  soecieties, and the rules to a
large extent are taken from the
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English rules, and must be in con-
formity with the English trade union
rules. The society decided that these men
would not be required fo pay any levy in
any shape whatsoever. Therefore I can-
not understand the men standing out of
the union and bringing about all this
trouble, seeing that they were not asked
to contribute fo the political side of
unionism. Having said that, T am not
going to exonerate the other fellow in
any shape or form. 1 fold those men right
through tha piece, when attending their
meetings, and told them in the face of
pretty severe opposition teo, what
I thought of their action from every
point  of vwview. T said that the
actton of the men who brought
about thai strike, the action of the par-
tieular unionists concerned, was absolutely
smicidal. Let me say this also, that hav-
ing done all we possibly eould to settle
the strike, and having resiricted the area
of that strike, having prevented the ex-
tension of it to the wharves and elsewhere,
we congider that the attitude of the em-
ployers in locking out the men was not
an attitude in respeet of which they can
be exonevated in any way whatsoever,

Hon, J, F, Cullen: They did not loek
out the men.

Hon. J. B. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ler) : It is useless for anyone to say that
was not a lock-out. If that particulor
action of the employers was not a lock-
out, then there is no lock-out under the
Arbitration Act, and there is no strike
wnder the Arbitration Act.

Hon. J. ¥. Cullen: There was no lock-
ouf.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon.
member will have an opportunity of
speaking without inferrupting.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorarvy Minis-
ter): I think the action of the employ-
ers in this trouble is worthy of all the
condemnation that we ean give it. I, for
one, felt somewhat keenly the aetion taken
by the employers, I admit (hat the em-
ployers have the right to manage their
own business as they think ft, but
the attitnde adopted by some who
were in the van of the Lahour movement
in trying to restrict the trouble and to
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end it—hy which action they were ineur-
ring all sorts of opposition—might have
met with some response from the employ-
ers. The action of certain firms in closing
down without the slightest possible cause
when they had heaps of orders and heaps
of men to fulfil them, to my mind is just
as much to be condemned as the action of
the men who came ounf on sirike. IE the
Arbitration Act is lo break down by rea-
son of fhe attitude which has Dheen
adopted, the blame will uot be altogether
on the side of those who have been ready o
strike. So far as the arbitration laws are
eoncerned, I think we are at present at o
very eritieal stage, For many yemrs I
have advocated compulsory arbitralion.
I suppose 1 have been in the van of
the Labour movement in  connec-
tion with this partienlar matter, he-
lieving that it was a suieidal poliey
for all concerned, employers and em-
ployees, to have these disastrous strikes
and lock-outs; but I am gradually eom-
ing round to the view that a man should
bave the right to strike if he wants to
strike; and if the employer is going to
take the opposite view, then he will have
to take it. T believe that in order to get
reforms, we requive to have more saeri-
fices. I am sure that if we threw aside
our Arbitration Act to-morrow, then in
three months we should have both parties
clamouring for some law to settle their
industrial disputes, Up io the preseni
the employer has been opposed to arbi-
tration, tooth and mnail; and yesterday we
read that in Victoria the employers have
asked for some legislation to settle
industrial disputes. But if reform in this
direction can only he brought abont by
sacrifices, well, let us have them, If both
parties are going to conspire in erder fo
damn the Arbitration Aet and to return
to what I eall the barbarous method of
strikes and loek-outs, then I think we
should not stand in the way. That is my
personal view. If it mmst come to that,
then let it come, and the sooner it comes
the better, I wish to say just a few fur-
ther words in reference to the mining
industry. The hon, Mr. Colebateh has
told us that the mining industry is de-
clining, that it is going down, that the re-

[COUNCIL.]

turns for the six monihs of this year are
less than the returns have ever heen for
any previous six menths. By reason of
that, Le infers, the mining industry 1s
going to rum, and that has been brought
about by bad industrial conditions and by
the attitude of the Governmeni lowavds
the indosiry. I wish (o ¢uote a few
fizures this afternoon, in ovder io show
where the hon, Mr. Colebaleh slipped. 1
am rather inelined fo think that the hon.
wentleman had less the welfare of the
eountry at heart (han he had a desire to
mnjure the Government. The annual
decrease iu the mining industry for
the six years prior to the Labour
Clovernment coming has been £437.662,
The deerease for the two years dur-
ing whieh the Labour party have heen
in office is £120,687; that is the annual
decrease, It has been almost three times
less during the three years we have been
in office than it was during the six vears
of the previous Administration; and last
vear we had a swrplus of £133,000 old
in-the mining industry. The previous
vear, however, before the poliey of the
present Minister of Mines could really be
brought into effect. we had a decrease of
something like £300,000, which means
that the average deerease for the two
years was £120,687. Now when we come
to look at the dividends paid, we find the
same thing, The average annual decrease
in dividends duringz ihe term of the Liberai
Government was £223.922. The average
decrease for the two years under the
Labour Government is only £42,000; and,
indeed, last year we had an increase in
dividends of £96,000 odd on the previons
vear. And yet the hon. member has the
temerity fo get up here and bewail the
faet that the mining induostry is on the
decline. I have no hesitation in staling
that the faet of better returns in the min-
ing industry has been due to the policy
of the present Minister for Mines. The
present Minister has distributed his hat-
teries throughout all the clectorates; he
has not placed them in one partienlar
eleciorate, Under the Liberal Govern-
ment, in one electoraie one-third of the
State batteries were erected. Aund then
people talk of spoils to the victors,
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and of what we are doing for our
own supporters, We may immediately
return the compliment in a hundrved and
one ways. During the reign of the late
Minister for Mines one-third of the State
batteries were erected in his own electo-
rate. I say it is by reason of the fact that
the present Minister for Mines has
distributed 1is batteries in all parts
of the Stale where they are needed—
withont fear or favour—that the re-
turns are so gratifving. Further than
that, the present Minister has given het-
ler battery facilities, and a considerable
amount of money has been spent in re-
pairing old batteries which were erecled
under obsolele methods, T think the hon.
Mr. Colebatch would have done well to
try and find out a few facls in connection
with the mining industry before making
his siafteroenl, Again, let us consider {he
returnsg for the six months of the present
year, to which that hon. member particu-
larly drew attention, I find that
there has been nothing like the decrease
for the six moniths when compared
with ithe yearly decrease uuder the
Liberal Government; nothing like it. T
have here a slatemenl compiled which
shows that the decrease for the first five
months of the present year has been
largely caused by ihe fact that a iire
broke out at the Ivanhoe mine in Febru-
ary last, which caused a suspcusion of
work at this large producer for some time,

and to the faet that the Vietorious mine

at Ora Banda ceased operations (o allow
of the ereetion of a sulphide plant. T
think it was the hon. Mr. Allen who said
that we might establish o departinent to
take eredit for (he decrees of the Almighty.
There is one thing certain, that wher-

ever any bhad luck or misfortune
occurs, we shall certainly always be

twitted with it while we have members
like the hon. Mr. Colebateh and the hown.
Mr. Cullen in this FHouse. We find that
one of the biggest gold producers sos-
pended operations in February last for
three weeks, which accounts for almost all
the decrease of the particnlar five months.
Further than that, the mine at Ora Banda
closed down for the ereclion of a sulphide
plant. Again, amongst other things which

the hon. member bewailed was the les-
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sened coal production. I have a statement
here showing that the output of coal for
the year 1913 was 313,818 tons,
valued at £153,614—a record production
for the Collie field. That was for 1913,
and for the first five months of 1913 the
coal ontput was to the value of £63,118.
For the fivst five months of tlis vear the
coul output was valued at £64,000 odd—-
£1,000 more than for the same period last
year; the exact increase is £877. T also
find that the increase for the five months
of the present wyear in the dividends
paid by the gold mining companies has
been £164. And yet we e told by the
hon, gentieman that owing to indusirial
emharrassments and so forth the mining
industry has declined. T have also noted
that in 1913 Western Ausiralia wus alone
in the increase of the output of geid. All
the other Siates, including Papua and the
Northern Terrilory, show a decrease; New
Zealand had an increase in yield; the out-
put from Waestern Australia was 51.22
per cent. of the total of Australasia. The
previous vear, if I remember rightly, when
discussing the Mines Regulation Bill I
showed that our output was 45 per cent.
of the then fotal. During last year it
has increased (o over 351 per cent. I
think I have shown that so far as regards
the goldfields not getting a chanece under
our administralion, and as far as indus-
frial embarrassinents causing the goldfields

any trouble iz concerned, the very
reverse is the fact.  The statement whieh
Mr. Colebateh made is very similar

to a slatement which has keen made hy
Mr, Doolette. Mr. Doolette is the chair-
man of the Great Boulder company, He
lhas made a statement, not only in the
annual report of his ecompany, but also
at the West Australian dinner in London,
to the effect that tle Government were not
doing all that they ought to do in order
to encourage prospeciors, and lbei we
were leaving it to private individuals to
eneourage the gold mining indusiry. He
pointed out—

When we remember that the mines
during the last 20 years have yielded
nearly £112,000,000 to the producis of
this State, I awm sure you will agree
with me that no opportunity shculd be
lost, both by private individuals and



282

the Government, of fostering and de-

veloping the imdustry,
1 do not know a man connecied with the
gold mining industry from whom this
partienlar statement would have come with
worse grace (han from the charman of
the Great Boulder Company. By thai [
do hot mean to imply Mr. Doolette in his
private capacity, beeause, as far as [
know, he may have done much to ancour-
age prospecting in this ceuniry; hut in
regard to his eapacily as chuirman of the
Great Boulder I know of no man from
whom such a stalement could come with
worse grace, His company have paid
dividends of over £4,000,000 on a paid-up
eapital of £175,000, and I ask anyone
who knows anything abont the mining in-
dusiry what has the Great Roulder done
to encourage prospectors? They cer-
tainly have a mine in Alaska, to which they
are going to send Mr. Hamilion next
vear, and fhey bhave another mine in Vie-
toria, Thal is all the encouragement they
give to the prospectors, after having paid
dividends amounting lo almost 4% mil-
lions. Tt is, as the paper which reported
this, says—“Let the other fellow de it;
we are conienf fo take the dividends.”
1 would like to read a short extract from
a letter recently sent to the Minister for
Mines regarding mining and the fields
senerally. The writer addressed the Mini-
ster for Mines in this strain—

After much diseussion my friends
and T think that Western Australia is
a place where a feliow can get a square
deal, especially with regard {o mining.

That is written to the Labour Govern-
ment which are doing so munel, according
to our friends, to injure the mining indus-
irv. The writer continued—
and as we are all British bred and
horn, and iherefore free, we have de-
cideq fo make Western Australiz our
future home, and hope to arrive in
Perth early in January, 1915. Since
we have been in Canada we have spent
nearly £1G,000, equal to £1,000 a man
a year, and with that amount in Western
Australia we think that it 1s possible
to make something better than we have
done here.

Then he goes on to say—

[COUNCIL.)

We fully expeet hardships, but ¥ notice
that Western Awustralia promises no-
ihing in the way of luxariant ense and
comfort 1o its miners and prospeciors,
as Canada ioes. Thank goodness for
that, for it is far better to go inte a
new couniry prepared for the worst
than to go unprepared, with the assur-
anee of a Governmenl oflicial that “if
will be all vight.” 1t is only rizht Lhat
you should know sometling about our
pariy, so Lhat we shall not he turned
back at Fremantle as undeshmables. Wao
are all of wood English pareutage, and
there is ot one remitianee man among
ns, of whieh we are raller prowl We
are fairly well edueated, clean-living.
and healthv-minded, and are not afraid
of hard work We have helween us,
when all 18 totalled up, a2 sum of well
over £100,000, in rash and seeurities.

Hon. 1. Cornell; Yet they say we are
chasing capiial out of ihe conniry.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honoravy Mini-
ster): Yes, and that this is the place
where the indusirial embarvassmenis are
so great that mining does ot get a fair
chance. Yet this is the very place in
which those men thiuk they ecan get u
fair deal. There are vue or two other
points made by (he hon, member to which
I will vefer. T refer to that hon. member
in particafar, hecanse T take it that at
the present 1ime he is the leader of the
Opposition in this Chamber, as evideneed
by o number of members who have spoken
since he did. The hon. member gaid that
the iniliative and referendum were not
siitable insirinents of government in
ather than a free coantry. And in addi-
tion to libelling the country regarding the
cold mining induslry, he goes out of his
way (o libel the peopie of the ecommunity.
and he inginuates thal in this ecountry we
are not free, by reason of the terrible
{rades union rule which lhas sueh a hold
upon the country that it ecompels men
when they po to the ballol box to vate
aceording to dietation, and consequently
he thinks {hat the initiative and referen-
dom should not be used in this eountry.
T will leave that to those who have heen
told that they are'not free. Perhaps they
are g little bit too free, and when the hon.
gentlernan comes to face Lis constitnentsz
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again he may realise that lhe intelhgence
of the electors mm his particular distriet
prefers a member of the Country party.
Again we are lold that the initiavive and
referendum means mob rule. That state-
ment bas heen frequently made. We have
been told by My, Duffell that he has yet
to learn that the 50,000 electors io this
House wouid be preparad te bhand over
the destinies of the Stale to the (lotsam
and jeisam of the communily. That is a
nice statement to make! The hon. gentle-
man would not give the voie to these men
beeause they were the flotsam and jetsam
of humanity., Several members, in addi-
tion to those I have named, have had a
good deal 1o say upon the need of keep-
ing the qnalifieation for this House as it
is at present, and each and every one has
got up and stated that he is representing
all parties, that e 1s going to give justice
to all parties. Mr. Holmes stated—
I am almost inclined to think that [
have faken the wrong turning, or
turned up at the wrong place. When
1 decided to nominate for a seat in
this Couneil, on the hustings T declared
that T was seeking to be eleeted to a
non-party House, a House where each
and every secfion of the eommunity
would receive equity and justize, and
the whole of the comwmunity be
thoroughly represented.
That sentence has been repeated through-
ont the debate by every member who has
spoken. They helieve that every section
of the enmmunity shonld receive couity
and justice. Afr. Allen, I think, made the
same statement. Yot none of those mem-
bers are prepared fo give to that seetion
of the community representation here.
They are prepared to represent that see-
tion, but are not willing to give it o vote
to send them here. Could we eonceive a
more ridiculous position to take up? Mr.
Kingsmill T think, said he was si¢k and
tired of this party and non-party busi-
ness. As far as T am concerned, T am
absolutely siek of the political humbug
cirenlated in regard to this House.

Hon, J. T. Allen: We represent the
ehildren, hut thev de not vote,

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Binis-
ter): The children have wot the intelli-

[10}
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gence to vote; but if the hon. memher
insinnates that the adult electors are like
children, [ iavite kim fto go and tell the
free and independent electors of Fre-
mantle so. In this flotsam and jetsam of
humanity we have the very men who have
made it possible for most of us to be
here to-day; the very men who have made
it possible for Mr. Duffell, Mr, Allen,
and Mr. Holmes to be conducting the
businesses they are to-day are a parl of
that flotsam and jetsam of bumanity, and
arve not entitled to have a vote. There is
hardly a prespector in the Stale who has
the qualifieations enabling him to exereise
the vote, and it is the prospector who, of
all others in the State, has made us what
we are; and not only ihe prospector but
the surveyor and the survevor’s assistant,
and many other men working in oulback
parts of the country, doing all they can,
under most uneomfortable conditions, lo
make the counlry worth living in. These
are the flotsam and jetsam of humanity
so shghtingly referred to hy the hon.
member. T was sorry to hear Mr, Kings-
mill speak in the way he did last night
regarding Mr. Bath. I think his remarks
on that occaston certainly lowered the
dignity of the House, and hrought inte
our discussions an element whieh should
never have been introduced. When a
member of this Chamber makes a state-
ment ahout a member in another Cham-
ber, drawing attention to his personal
appearance and making the references
which the hon. member did to Mr. Bath’s
personal failings, if he has any, T cer-
tainly think the remarks were in exeeed-
ingly had taste. and T, for one, am very
sorry that Mr. Kingsmill should have
gone out of his way to give expression to
them. None of us owe our election, or
the faet of oar being here, to any per-
sonal graces which we have. T do mnot
awe my own to anything of the sort. Tf
T had to rely on personal graces I should
he left in the eold. We cannot all possess
these personal qualifieations and that per
sonal eharm which Mr. Wingsmill has,
and consequently T think it was very bad
taste indeed for him to refer to Mr. Bath
in the way he did. Reference has heen
made to the deficit, and I suppose the
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deficit always will be used as a stalking
horse with which to harry the Govern-
ment. To o very large extent it has heen
bronght about by means over which we
had e eontrel.  One was the increased
pay necessary to bring a large number
of Siate servants up to the ordinary
current raie of wages. Yet the inereased
taxation necessary to provide the wmeans
fo pay those increases was vefnsed in
this Chamber, and when a hody of men
witbhold the means to pay an increase I
take it {hey are opposed to the ierease,
and are simply using that method to pre-
vent the increase being paid., I think
this Chamber has something te answer
for in this respect. Many members have
stated that they regard the increased
taxation as uvceessary, but they are not
prepared to give any measure of in-
creased taxation in order to bring a large
nuntber of State servanis up to the cur-
rent rate of wage. I may just say that
Mr. Cullen drew attention to the faet
that we soughi to increase exemptions in
regard to those who had to pay income
lax, but that we decreased the exemption
in regard (o land. I am prepared to say
that T am a party to that. Tt is a par-
tienlarly just system of taxation, and
there is nothing wrong in doing that. So
far as the exemptions in the income tax
are concerned, a tax on incomes is a tax
on personal exertion and a tax on thrift,
but a tax on land values is o tax on the
value created by the expenditure of public
money, and the erection of buildings. T
do not infend to say much regarding this
speech of Mr. Cullen’s. 8p many paris
of it were devoted to vituperation and
abuse that there is no need to say any-
thing in reply. I will say this, however,
that when he referred to the question of
“spoils to the vietors” he might have
mentioned some of the appointments to
which he referred. I suppose “spoils to
the victors” is the appiintment of Mr.
Northmore 1o a judgeship; “spoils to the
victors” in the appointment of Mr,
Davies as manager of the State Imple-
ment Works, and Mr. Davies has always
been an advanced Liberal; “spoils to the
victors” in the re-gppointment of Sir
Newton Moore to the Agent Generalship.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon., W.
taetics.

Hon. J. ¥. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : That is the ery used.  When we
ask our upponents te show us where has
been the “spoils to the victors,” we are
met with the retort that it was tactics.
We had other applications for many of
those positions, and some perhaps were
not members of the Lahour parly, Some
perhaps were more favourable to the
Lahour party’s plaiform (han those who
were appointed. I waz very mueh amused
with a stalement made by Sir Rdward
Wiltenoom in regard {o the {reezing
works. T have drawn atiention before in
the Honse to the socinlistic ideas of the
various members, and 1 am glad to notice
that the socialistic principle is gradually
gaining' ground here, 1t is beginning to
permeate every member, and when we
find Sir Edward Wittencom of all others
rising and supporting a socialistie venture
or advoealing it, we are beginning to make
our presence felt in this Chamber. 1 have
only been here something like four years,
and during those four vears T have heard
nmembers who are out and out individual-
ists in every way get up and advocate
socialistic measures when it affects some-
thing with which they are counected, or
when it affects their part of the Siate.
T heard one member supporting State
hotels, T heard another ruember support-
ing State implement works, and 1 even
heard Mr. Moss strongly advoeating the
prineiple of State insurance. T have
heard other members advoeating the
nationalising of roads, the roads leading
to Perth; the road leading from Fre-
mantle to Perth, the Kalamunda teo
Welshpiool road. T was particularly struek
by Mr. Sanderson supporting this, be-
canse that hon. member chided Mr. Davis
and others for socialistic prineiples. T
believe My, Connor is with Sir Edward
Wittenoom in supporting the erection of
freezing works af Wyndham.

Wingsmill: No, thal was

Fon. F. Connor: He kinows he has no
chance.

Hon, J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter): T thoroughly agree with tle hon,
member, and T hope we will extend his
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ideas so as to support many other saeial-
islic veniures of lhe Government.

Hon. F. Connor: I shall support the
freezing works al Wyndham, whether
they are socialistie, republican, or any-
thing else.

Hou., J. B. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter): 1 do not quite hear the hon. mem-
ber. hut the most remarkable aspect of
il iz thig, the freezing works will be situ-
ated in Sir Xdward Wittenoom’s con-
stituency, and he supports them, but the
hon. gentleman in the same breafh con-
demns the erection.of State sawmills. The
fact of Sir Edward Wittenoom heing,
chairman of Millars’ Company lias no-
thing whatever to do with his opposition
to State sawmills, and because he repre-
sents the North Provinee, has I suppose
nothing te do with his advocacy of the
erection of freezing works at Wyndham.

Hon. F. Connor: I will elaborate that
later on, and try to educate you.

Hon. J. BE. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Tt is a remarkable aspeet that when
a matter affects any other individual we
always hold to our opinions, but when
it affects ourselves or our eonstitu-
ency we will sink every principle which
we previously advocated. The hon. mem-
ber (Mr. Hamersley) who is an extreme
individualist when on the question of
bulk handling of wheat which affecls the
farmers, says that if we ecannot buy ships
we should build them,

Hon, V. Hamersley: Why do you not
quote the whole of the remarks [ made?

Hon, J. I, DODD {Honorary Minis-
ter) : T would just like lo say a word or
two in regard to the speech of Mr. Bax-
ter, and I think the House is to be con-
gratulated on reeeiving the hon. member
into the Chamber. T think that the
speech he made was something oul of the
ordinary line of speeches. The hon.
gentleman showed that he can talke a
broad and eomprehensive view of mat-
ters which we do not usually discuss here.
Unfortunately, some of the prineipal
matiers the hon. gentleman touched upon
were more fitted for the Waderal Parlia-
ment. than for the State Parliament, buf
the hon, member stated that his party
were prepared to give a fair deal; were
in favour of ligh wages; believed in high
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wayes, and always were prepared to pay
high wages, and the hon. member struck
aguinst the key-note of the remarks made
at the first conference of the Country
party. The principal speaker at that
conference was Mr. Moran, whose speech
consisted of “more work and less wages.”
That wns a statement made by Mr.
Moran at the first conferenmce of the
Country party. He was the chief speaker,
and he said that we should have “more
worlk and less wages” 1 am glad Mr.
Baxter is seeing the folly and fallacy of
going to the country with such a prin-
giple as this. He has referred to the
nuestion of free trade and the revenue -
larift, and also the question of protection
and new prolection. I want to say here
that if the Country party were advocating
a svstem of free trade combined with
land value taxation they would be on
good gronud and hold a strong posi-
tion, but the Country party bave to
abolish one form of protection, and sub-
stitute a revenuc tariff. \Whether we
shall have to pay more for the necessaries
of life I eannot say, but this we do know,
it will be a substitution of protection for

"a lax on tea, kerosene, and other articles.

That is the object of the revenue iariff
advoeated by the Country party. I may
just be permitted—although it does not
come within the seope of ordinary State
malters, but Mr. Baxter referved to it—
to say this in regard to the question of
protection against new protection. The
Labour party are right every time. If
the new protection will give protestion
to the employee as well as to the em-
player then they are on safe ground, The
employer in the agrienltural industry or
the mining industry should take to heart
the statement of Mr. Gregory in this
morning’s paper, where he stated that he
was in favour of the old proteclion and
not the new protection. I just want to
say & word as to the Esperance railway.
We shall have the Bill before us verv
shortly, and then we can have a free de-
hate on the matter, hut I wounld like
hon. members to try and Ilook at
the question of the Esperance rail-
way apart from any parochialism
whatsoever. T can assure members here

that fhis railway will be one of the hest
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that can be entered on in the interest of
a large number of people on the gold-
fields. We find that one of the worst
problems on fthe goldfields that ean pos-
sibly be faced is finding suitable employ-
ment for many whe are siricken down
with miner’s phthisis. I have previously
directed alteution to measures for relief
but if fo-day sowething more than that
can he done in finding other employment
for those men, men who find that they
have got fo the stage when they cannot
conlinug work in the mines any more.
possiblv that by placing them somewhere
else they ecan continue work for some
years and bhe good and useful citizens in
the State. On the Esperance lands we
eould place guite a number of people
with the chance of their getting a decent
living, Perhaps we could place many of
them in other parts of the State, but
there is no great area where we could
bring about a settlement like there is
along the Esperance railway. I hope
members will sink any personal feelings
or parochial sentiments, and at this late
hour give some assistanee to those bat-
tling for iLhis partienlar railway. 1 do
not koow that T need say more. T wish
before sitting down to congratulate Mr.
Allen on the speech he made last night.
Although T am not going to say I agree
with all his views, that is only natural,
for T think he is going on erroneous lines
in many maiters, but the clearness with
which the hon, genfleman placed his
speech hefore the House may he the envy
of many of us, and despite what he stated
about having to follow in the footsteps
of Mr. Moss, 1 ean assure him that he
will be no mean suscessor fo that hon.
gentleman.  There is one other matter
hefore T conclude to which I wish to
direct attention. Mr. Cullen, the night
hefore last, gave us a very fine parable.
It was one which I am sure will go down
on the records of the House as affording
a considerahle amount of amnsement. Tt
is one which will also qualify us still
further for being appraised as a house
of fossils. In the eourse of a couple
of minutes during his speech Mr, Cullen
drew attention to what he ealled the cock-
sureness of the hon. Minister for Works,

his belief in himself. and his cock-sure-

’
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ness in everything that he did, and then
wade use of this statement, “The Freman-
tle harbour must in future come right into
Perth; there is no quesfion about that.”
That is one stalement which shows the
cock-sureness of the hon. gentleman.
Further on he goes on to say, “Perth is
going to be (he second ¢ify of Australia;
there is no doubt abont that” Here is
another statement. He is quite correet.
T dare say. 1 am only referving to that
statement as showing anether instanee of
the cock-sureness of the hon, gentleman.
Ile goes on to say lhere is no doubt about
the harbour coming up here, about Perth
being the seeond eity in Anstralia, and
“in (his connection ihere 15 no need to
speak of Bunburv, Bunbury abways
comes out all right.”  Here are three
statements made by the lion. member in
the course of a couple of minutes. He
talks about the cock-sureness of the hon.
Minister for Works, but it exaetly ap-
plies in the same degree to Mr. Cullen.
I have nothing further to add except to
say that T am sure, so far as the Govern-
ment is concerned, they have done the
very best they could do, have done belier
than any government could have done,
and that they are going to eontinue doing
so for a good many years to come.

Hon, E. M. CLARKE (South-West):
T have reached a term in my sojourn in
this House, where I have occupied a seat
for twelve years, and 1 feel that in being
returned by those T represent the actions
which T have 1aken hitherto are endorsed;
therefore I wank to deal with a few of
the questions in this connection. 1 am
alinosl in the pesition of a new member.
There has been a lot of talk about this
being a party House. It appears that to
disngree with other persons in this Cham-
her constitutes a party Honse. If that is
so, it wiil always be a party House; but
T disagree that it is & party House. The
mover of the Address-in-reply set out at
the outset to abuse this House, and the
seconder to the Address-in-reply adopted
the same tacties. Persons setting out
to abuse this House should give specifie
instances in which this House has done
wrong. It does appear to me that this
is not done in order to help the commun-
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ity but to show that they were not the
right men here. I object fo abuse of that
kind. I only eall attention to this, to
let my views with regard to that he
known. We have a perfect right, and we
are here for that purpose, to criticise
measures in a fearless manner. It ap-
pears to me that this House is regarded
by those who hold an opposite view as a
party House. So far as I am conecerned,
I deal with measures absolutely npon
their merits. It is idle to say that he-
cause this, that, or the other government,
is in power we are a parfy House because
we reject cerfain measures, for if they
take the trouble to look np ITansard, they
will find that dozens of ihe measures have
heer thrown out. REven measures in-
trodueed by my fellow townsman were
thrown oul, the taxation measure was
thrown out, and quite a number of mea-
sures in addition, It would appear
that it is only sinee the advent of the
Labour party to power that we have
exercised these rights, and done things
which we ought not to have done. I do
not wish to take up more time of the
House on the guestion. T now want to go
into something which I consider is of
far more weight. First and foremost let
me deal with the Governor's Speech. Tt
seems to me as if there were quite a
number of things for which the Govern-
ment have taken the eredit, and in some
instances they have rightly done so.
There are, however, a number of other
things which are never mentioned and
which certainly the Governmeni ought
to take the responsibility for. The Hon-
orary Minister, whe has just sat down,
pointed io the increase of pay which, I
take it, he means had been given to the
railway employees; that is a loss, but
he ignores the fact. And within the last
few hours the Auditor General has issued
audited accounts of the loss on the steam-
ers. I think that amounts to £22,000.
These things are absolately ignored.
While taking eredit for one thing, the
flovernment should certainly take the
blame for the other. With regard fo
those on the wheat belt, I admit that the
iovernment have rightly assisted them,
they have rightly allowed the rents to
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stand over. I, however, go one further
and say that they have been charged too
mueh for their land. So far as I am eon-
cerned, I would all but give them the land
in small areas on condition that they
improve the land. I know too well the
hardships that these people have to put
uvp with. I would certainly recommend,
on behalt of those people, that there
should be a re-valuation of all of the
lands on fair lines. T say emphatically
that they have heen charged too much.
It is practically, in many instanees, bear-
ing in mind {he bad seasons that are like-
ly to oecur, impossible for them to make
a living on the land, The one gquestion
that T take note of is that certain ports
are mentioned by the Government for
improvement, and that Bunbury is men-
tentioned amongst them, and rightly so,
too. [ consider that inasmuch as West-
ern Australia in the near future is going
to be one of the greatest wheat produe-
ing countries in the world, every port
where wheat is being shipped from, or
is likely to be shipped from, should be
provided with harbour facilities, I
would go in more for decentralisation. L
am not going to say mueh about Bun-
bury further than that, as has been re-
marked by one hon. gentleman, Bunbury
can look after itself, The fact is evidently
forgotten that the greatest tonnage of
shipping thal is sent away from West-
ern Australin goes from Bunbury—and
why not? It stood a year or two ago
fourth on the list of export tonnage in
the Commonwealth. The positions were
Sydney first, Melbourne second, New-
¢astle third, and Bunbury fourth. Bear-
ing these things in mind, why should not
Bunbury get something? T know this,
that so tar as Buobury is concerned, we
look for the time when there is fruit to
be exported from that place. I say this,
without fear of contradiction, and know-
ing what I am talking about, that three-
fonrths of the fruit in Western Australia
is coming from south of Perth. I know
this to be o fact. I may tell yon that
the marginal profit on the froit industry
i1s becoming very small; that it is almost,
in fact, disappearing. The time is eom-
ing when we shnll have to turn our at-
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tention not only to the export of our very
best apples but we must go on in for
canning works and things like that. Deal-
ing with the fruit, which comes prineip-
ally, 1 say, from the Blackwood
district, what is the position? That be-
cause we have not the facilities to ship it
from Bunbury growers are compelied to
rail their fruit 115 miles further than
they would otherwise have to do, namely
to Fremantle. 1 hope these things will
be taken into consideration. While 1 ad-
vocate the interests of Bunbury and the
south-west, 1 want fo see all the ports in
the south-west, where wheat is being ex-
ported from or other stuff of the kind,
paid proper attention to. With regard
to the people on the wheat belt, of course
there is a parly lately sprung into power.
Now I really do hold this opinioun, that in
Parliament there is no room for a third
party. Whilst I absolutely endorse rhe
aims and objects of the farmers’ and set-
tlers’ party, 1 must say I do not approve
of their methods in every case; my sym-
pathies, however, go out to them. The
Government say that there have heen sub-
stantial increases shown in the export of
wheat and fruit, and that the expansion
in these activities furnishes a guarantee
of the progress that we are wmak-
ing in these industries. It would ap-
pear from this that everything in ihe
garden is lovely. I would say this: I am
certain that the margin of profit on whaat
is almest doing a disappearing frick.
While we sympathise with these peopie,
we want some tangible, some praclical
sympathy given to them. One of f{he
things [ say 1 should ecerfainly support
wauld he the reclassifieation of the land.
There is one other thing that I think the
Government can take credit for. This
has been menticned in one or two in-
stances, T want to emphasise the fact that
there are inereases on the transit charges
of fertilisers, They do not take credit
for that; nevertheless it is a faet. Tt is
a fact that there was an increase of the
freights on Collie coal, bnt a noise was
made by the coal people, and very rightly
so, and they were told that certain re-
visions would be made, and these were
made. But whal aboul the people who
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want fertilisers? T am in this pesition,
if you ecan understand, having recently
been returned—and it is not an election
ery with me—of baving to say thail these
freights on fertilisers shoald be reduced,
and that at once. When we bear in mind
the amount of money which has been ad-
vanced by the Agricultural Bank to these
men, and all the difficulties they have to
put up with, through bad seasons, I say
it is ernel to infliei these exira vosts for
the carriage of fertilisers on thase whe
have to use them, )

Silting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: In ihe Gov-
ernor’s Speech there is a paragraph, “The
future of the meat trade in Australia, and
particularly in this State, has engaged
the careful attention of my advisers.”
What T want to say is that, looking on
while things are going to rnin, while
others snap up the business, so to speak,
is of no use to us, Some years ago [
advocated the establishment of ehilling
works in the North-West. 1t is obvious
to any one who has gone into the lmsi-
ness that you eannot advantageousiy
carry cattle on the hoof. According to a
Royal Commission which was appointed
to go info thal question some years ago,
the loss per head amounis to somelhing
like 80 te 100 1bs, on each and every head
to say nothing of the manner in which the
meat deteriorales in qualily. There is
also loss by mortality and aceidents, and
all this eclearly shows us that it is the
dearest way of dealing with the meat sup-
ply. I am given to understand that the
State Parliament has now faken the mat-
ter out of our hands, and in that connee-
tion I made some inquiries from one gen-
tleman in particular, who has heen en-
gaged to ereel some huge freezing works
in the Argentine. I pointed out to him
that our first attempt at freezing ineat
was nof a suecess. His idea was that we
made a mislake, in that the meal was
chilled down too quickly, and frozen too
hard. He was a man who had made an
almost life study of the question, and he
said it was necessary, after killing the
beast, lo allow it to gradunally cool down
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to a certain temperature and keep it in
that state. However, we find that the
cost of transporting a beasl to our south-
ern poris is something like £3 10s. and
it was said that when the Government
started the slesmers, the small owner
would be materially nssisted, and the state-
ment was made on one occasion that the
small owners were sending down their
stoek only (o find that there was ne room
for them at the port of landing. I do not
mind informing the House that I asked
my son-in-law, who is a man of experi-
ence in these matlers, what he thonght of
the whole thing, and he replied that no
one in the Kimberley district would be
foolish enough to send stock down unless
he was sure of a place that he conld put
that stock In on arrival. It was said that
when the stock got down here the beef
buceaneers bought (hem at whatever price
they pleased, T scarcely believed that un-
fil T got from an important Labour gen-
tleman the statement to the effect that
what T had heard was true.

The Colonial Seeretary: Tt occurred

ol only one orcasion.

Hon. E. M, CLARKE: I am simply
dealing with the matter from my stand-
point. There is a reference in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech, and a loi has also been
said in regard to this and the previous
CGlovernmenis, ahout assisting the dairy-
ing industry, but with the exception of
the loan of a cerfain amount of money,
for the purpose of establishing a butter
factory in the South-West, for which the
company that reeecived the money had fo
pay interest, there has been absolutely no-
thing done. T am sorry to say that not
only have the Government not assisted us,
but they did not do what they counld, in
the way of sending cream to that butter
factory. The factory has been struggling
for a long time. The directors get no-
thing for their tronble and they do not ask
it. Their one aim is to make a sueeess of
the dairying industry. I am proud to say
that though we started it, and in the first
vear we showed a loss of €230, we gradu-
ally wiped that out and our balanee shest
shows that last season we made a profit
of something over £200. Our difficulty is
thal we cannot pet the eream. If we could,
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we would make an absolute success of the
factory and we would be in the position
to pay the produocers, those who supply
cream, o greater price than we are doing
now, for the reason that it costs us no
more to tustke 10-1bs. of butter than it does
fo make 5-lbs. We get along well during
the spring wmonths when eream is plenti-
ful, hut it falls off considerably in the
summer. Practically what we make dur-
ing the fat season we lose in the other.
We want to know that something will he
done in the South-West in the direction of
getting the dairying industry going. It
is no use falking, becanse while talking is

- procceding, the industry is starving, 1T

am not going to remind this House of the
vast sums of money which are sent out
of the State, simply becauvse dairying is
not established here. In the south-west
corner of the State there are thousands of
acres of land eminently suited for the
dairying indusiry, but the prices put up-
on that land are absolutely prohibitive.
When one goes down there and sees rhe
huge trees and hears in mind the cost that
would be involved in clearing, one cannot
help bhut eome to the conelusion that it
wounld be a fair thing for the Government
to give away the land in small areas, con-
ditionally that those who took it up im-
proved it. There has been a lot of talk
about exhansting the timber down therve,
but my idea is that the timher has been
maturing for thonsands of ycars and I
am absolutelv certain that the ecorrect
thing wonld be that on all the choice spots
the timber should be cut and the land
should be thrown open for selection, con-
ditionally, as T have stated, on certain
improvements being effected, and the
sizes should he sufficient to enable
those taking it up io make a de-
cent livelihood. With regard to the State
enterprises, I desire to be fair. The pre-
sent Governmment were returned to power
pledged to start and carry on a number
of thesze enterprises, brickworks, saw-mills,
bulcher shops, steamers, efc. The elect-
ors_knew well that the Government were
pledged to establish these enterprises and
that in doing so the Government were
within their rights. I am convineed that
enferprises such as these should only be
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taken in hand by men who have had life-
long experience in them, and I say it ad-
visedly that the administration of the or-
dinary affairs of this Siate is good enough
for a Cabinet of the very best men, with-
oul going in for the management of these
industries. T contend that the Govern-
ment have had a falr chance, notwith-
slanding that it may be said by them that
this House hag blocked them. 1 say it
has done nothing of ihe kind. They have
had a [ree hand in (hat respeet, and 1 eon-
tendl that the time is ripe when, if they
are perfeetly honest in their inlentions
and not stubborn, they should say to the
people who are paying the piper, “We
have (ried to eonduct these enlerprises,
acling under your instruetions, bnt we
find that we ecannot earry them on except
at a los=.”" I say fthal these enterprises
liave been given a faiv trial, and it is now
for the Tiovernment to place the position
tully and elearly before the people, and
say such and such is the effect of their
endeavours to cheapen the price of meat,
to supply cheap timber, and so on, and
allow the people fo defermine whether or
nol the Government in power shall con-
finue to conduct these industries, these
mad industries T eall them, at a loss, [
do not blame the Government for going
on with them, but it is time for the people
to pause and say “Shall we allow them lo
continue earrying on these foolish fads.”
We caunot afford to earry on this farce
any longer., There s another matter that
interests me very much—I refer to the
Trrigation Bill--and I see it is again com-
ing before ns notwithstanding that it was
said that we threw it out. T want it
elearly nnderstood that I am in favour
of irrigation, but not at any price. I have
been over a considerable number of irri-
salion plots and T find that irrigation is
not al] that it is cracked up to be by a
long chalk, Even the State farm is not
what it was, that is the irrigation plot
there. 1 find there are smch things as
sotrel and eouch that take the place of
lueerne, and T ean point to plots which
have been total failures, but these failares
do not damp my ardour one serap, Tt
is enly an olject lesson and it shows how
eareful we must be in that sort of thing.
T say, without boasting, that 1 have gone
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into the matier, not only in this State
but in other States, and I have made it
a study, and T am more than satisfied that
this matter should be gone into very eare-
fully.

Ion, W, Ringsmill: The Alinister for
Works knows all about it.

Hen. E. M, CLARKIS: Yes, and the
Minister for Works almost challenged the
people at the Harvey during eleclion time
that if they did not return bis man he did
not know what would happen to lhem,
and that if they did they would gef their
irrigation works. 1 want to point out that
T was returned by a majorily on the first
count. T say it advisedly, when that Bill
was dropped in the frst year, the Harvey
people were preparved to swear al me if
I went there, and instead of that at the
present iime they are swearing by me.
The Government, I believe, have decided
on n gravitation scheme there, and 1 say
that that is fraught with danger in more
ways than one, I shall deal with it, of
couwrse, when the Bill comes before us.
But T want it to be elearly understood
that I am more than ever satisfied that
irrigalion is one of those things we must
not rush into, and T will give my reasons
for saying that later on, when the mea-
sure is being considered by this Honse.
One of the conditions which this Honse
(ried to obfain from the Government was
the right of veto in that Bill. The people
who are to pay the piper ought to eall the
tune. The Harvey people want to know
what Lhe scheme is to he—they want a
pipe scheme—they want o know the cost
of it, and they want to be able to sny whe-
ther they will have it. T desire the Mini-
ster for Works to undersiand this. 1 am
anxious to see what (he Government ean
do in this diveetion. If they infroduce a
Bill giving the people this right of veto
and submit the scheme to the Harvey peo-
ple, T will assist, as far as I ean, to give
them fthe power to econstruet the works.
The Government, however, should not seek
to extend irrigation over the whole of the
State and thos prevent those wha are de-
ing ood work under irrigation from utilis-
ing the water. Trrigation will spell dis-
aster if the Government rush inte it. T
dn not want to he nastv, but one is
tempied fo ask the reason why the Govern-
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ment desire to conirol the whole of the
waters in the State. 1 have a strong svs-
picion as lo what their reason is. Until
the sireams are reruired for the publie
zood, 1 would not surrender them to any
Government and thus give the right to rate
the ewners of abuiting properiies for the
water. ‘The people must be given the
right of velo, and when the Bill is intro-
duced, T hope this provision will be em-
bodied in it.

Hon, W. Kingsmill: Local option.

Hon, Ii. M, CLARKE: Certainly. T
am glad that I was opposed at the recent
election hecanse T had a good excuse to
pry into every nook and corner in the
South-West Provinee, I helieve that on
the Serpentine River there are 15 or 16
pumps doing good work. They are demon-
giraling what onght to be done and what
must not be done. These people should
be allowed Lo continue unfil the river is
required for public purposes, and then
the publiec onght te pay for it. Some little
time azo | read an aceount of an aetion
for damages against the Water Commis-
sion of Victoria, and a verdiet was given
in favour of the Commission, An appeal
to ihe Full Court confirmed the verdiet,
but the plaintifl then appealed to the
Privy Council and that body decided that
if the Commission in the execulion of
their duties did anything to the injury
of an individual for the good of the pub-
lic. the public should pay for it.  Their
decision was plain and  siraighiforward
and in as few words as 1 have given it
Another matter whieh has been dear to
my heart for a long fime is that of the
conservalion of our foresis. We have
talked about it for many years. Mr. Ed-
nie Brown and Sir Newton Moore made
an estimate of the timher forests and as-
cectained within a trifle how muoch tinther
was available, They considered that all
of it would be eut out in a certain period
which expired, T think, some six or seven
vears ago, bul timber is still available, T
have heard people say that they can tell
the age of a tree by the number of rings
in the trunk. About 1862 or 1863 a gen-
tleman who took a racehorse to Tasmania
brought back some Tasmanian blue gum
seed. TFrom that seed there are now in
Dardanup Park two trees, one of which
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is 18 feet in eircumference. At a place
belonging to Mr. Marriott, about a mile
from the State farm, there is a red gum
tree about two feet through, with a cart
tyre around the trunk.. The owner, who
is now about 50 vears of age, informed
me ihalt as a hoy he dropped (ke tyre
around a stick of a trec and iliere it s
to-day. "Tlie point | wish {o make is that
the forests have heen maluring and rof-
ting for thousands of vears., Let us con-
=erve the timber, bul by all means let us
cul the mature stuff and leave the younger
stuff to inke its place. On the Blackwood
line there are tens of thousands of young
trees of anything from six to 18 inches
through, which have grown within the last
25 years.  In my wpinion all that is re-
quired to vonserve the forests is to assist
Nature to a certain extenl by ringharking
the nseless red gum trees and the old jar-
ral 1rees and giving the young stufl a
chanee, and then inside of 15 years T am
satisfied that it will he possible fo cut
through these Porests again, We should
throw our lands open {o a greater extent
wherever possible, and encourage people
{o g0 ou them and engage in the dairving
induslry. T am not out to complain, but
unless these things are mentioned they will
net be remedied. A former Government
imporied a lot of first-class eattle in order
to breed good stock to sell (o the settlers,
What has heen done? The husiness was
carried on to a certain exteni by that
(tovernment, but at the present time there
are cuite a number of bovine stomachs
walking aboul on very little legs and hav-
g verv hig heads. These are the pro-
geny of lirst-class stock. Tt is possible lo
judge a siock breeder of any repute by
his voung slock. Al the Siate farm the
progeny ol these first-class callle is heing
offered at s, to 50s. per head, which is
absoluiely ridiculous, As one who knows
something about siock, I have yel to
learn that 1t is possible to keep good stock
unless ihe young are looked after. The
young sloek should be offered for sale
to the public and should be an objeet les-
zon lo the seitlers as to how to rear their
stock. But such 'is not the case. T he-
lieve the milk s snpplied to a
person in Pecth under contract, and that
they are starving the voung stock. Is
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it cousistent to sell the milk to a firm whe
have a considerable monopoly of the trade
m Perth? T say more power to the Gov-
ernment for supplying a little to the Chil-
dren’s Hospital, but it is being done at
an enormous cost, when, with proper safe-
guards, Lhey could eall for tenders for the
supply of milk o this institution and be
sure of its purity. Some of the stock
belonging to the Government are by no
means perfect; in faet T believe there is
something the matter with many of them.
1 am not finding fault, but I desire that
these things should be remedied, and I
am pointing ont the direction in which the
remedies lie.  Western Australia should
be able to supply its requirements of but-
ter and our factories shonld not be strug-
gling for exisience, but should receive
the litile support which the Government
could easily give.

Hon, €. MeKENZIE (South-East):
Although I understood that it was hoped
to make this the last day for the debate
on the Address-in-reply, I did not expect
te be called upon to speak this evening,
Wiilr other hon. members I am pleased
{o weleome the new members, as well
as the old ones who have been re-elected,
1 amm sorry that we have lost our old
friend, Mr. Davis, and other hon. mem-
bers, We miss those gentiemen, who last
session heiped to form our cirele and are
ne longer with us, bat doubtless we have
rood men to replace them, and I trust we
shall work together in the same happy
manner as hevetofore, With regard to
the Esperance railway, 1 visited this port
before there was a house on the beach.
1 have worked for a long time on that
coast, and [ think an attempt has been
made to spoil the harbour. The harbour
is a good one, and [ wish 1 possessed all
the wheat and produce whieh T counld
ship from it doring the next 50 years.
The reports regarding the Esperance land
by men wiio are settled there, and others
who have been to the district, are con-
flicting. 1 have been up and down the
track during the last few months, and I
say that the land is as good as that on
which T have seen good crops growing
nearer to the mefropolis. The people of
Esperanee have experienced a very hard
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time. | remember Jsperance when it had
a population of 1,500, in the days when
Norseman was in full swing. Since then
it has dwindled and its populalion at the
present time is very seanty. I would like
(o sce (he railway linked up with Norse- -
man, but this session we are to be asked
o sanction the construction of only G0
miles of il. 1 have been up cart iracks
on (Jifferenl oceastons, bul 1 do not know
what roule the railway is io take. I hope
that something will be done on this oc-
casion, The Esperance railway has been
a burning question for two or three ses-
sions, [ look at the proposal from a
different point of view from most mewu-
hers and one whieh [ think ought to ap-
pen] lo every hon. member, that is, Che
point of view of the health of Lhe nnfor-
tunate mincrs. The mivers are on the
fields and 1he fields have to be worked, It
is useless for anvene to say that he would
itol engage in the mining industry; some-
one has to do it. Perhaps the mine owners
de ail they can for the welfare of the men,
but there is something wrong.  When
human beings are suffering as the miners
are. something ought to be done to enable
these nnfortunate folk and their families

lo get to the coast, and Esper-
ance is  the natural port of the

the nearest to them. It
something will he done
in that direetion. Al the port itself things
are very dull, [ would like hon, men-
bers o visit ihe distriel and have a look
af (he land for themselves, and see
whether i is vight or wrong. The place
is 220 miles, if [ remember rightly, from
Abany. whieh 1s (he nearest porl, and
(e voldiields are n somewhat similar dis-
lanee off. Tt is a verv expensive matter
lo cart over such a distance, however it
may be done. I myself have paid £33
a ton for earlage. It does not take mueh
of that to make a man feel i]l. Some-
thing ought to be done to help the people
living at Esperance, and also those who
are seftled on the land in that district.
There is 1o doubt that with econveniences
for getting produce away, and for getling
to and fro. people will settle there more
readily. I travelled along that track
when ihere were only thirteen men on

goldlields, being
is lo be hoped
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the Narseman goldiield, and | have been
over il since on various occasions, Leav-
g that subject, [ will now come to
some remarks Mr. Lyon made yesterday
in conneciion with the Ksperance har-
bour.  That hon. wember’s observations
were [airly carvect. The harhour is nof
up to what we might wish, for anything
large. thongh it is sate for small boats.
However, it will do for the time heing.
There is no deubt that if Ravensthorpe
goes ahead as we all hope it will—and
the Governmment are now makiog a strenu.
ous effort to advance it, whiely we trust
will be successful—there will he need for
railway communication ecounecting Rav-
ensthorpe with the (iveat Soulhern rail-
way. The route of that connecting rail-
way should be such as to open the best
land. TF il means going a little further
vound, that will make no difference, so
long as Ihe hest ecounlry is made avail-
able. I may mention that Denbtful
[sland Bay is a good harhonr, though
a little rough at times in leavy weather,
There is also Starvation Boat Harbour,
wlieh is very well vamed. [ have gone
in there in the afternoon, when it was
heantifully eadm  and  sinooth, and at
eleven o’clock the vessel was standing on
her head practically, and we had to get
away to save our hacon. A terrible roll
comes from the South. and the port is
al=o open lo the Fast. Ro rveally the only
port available is Troublful Tsland Bay,
110 miles east of Albany. At Albhany
we hear thal there are hright prospects
of Ravensthorpe turning owt right. Under
those conditions, no doubt, things will be
a bit livelier in -thal disirict. Tndepen-
dently of the owners of mines, people
have invested n lot of money there, and
are living there, hanging on, and wait-
ing, and hoping. T trust that all will
turn out well for them, and that they
will he able to get their money back and
live comfortably. Now I will go a little
further to the West. Tn Albany we have
heen in a bad way for a considerable
number of years owing {o the want of
proper harhour accommodation. T am
pleased (hat the Government have now
taken steps te supply that want. T have
scent ships berth, one in 22 feet of water
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al the town jetty, and the oiher at the
deep-waler jetly. The large boats, such
as the “Nestor,” lie on the one side,
und on the other side there is water
enougl to take one large boat, but the
herth is too short, and a long vessel has
to let its stern hang outside the end of
the whavf,  ¥urther, it there is a vessel
foading wheat, she has to go away. T
saw one baroue go away five times. Of
vourse, vessels have to pay for going
away and being brought back: and this
expense coines ont of the producers' pro-
fits some way. If the Government want
to make Albany the suceess which we
hope to see ii, they must give the people
every faeility lo get theiv wheat and
their frnit and their produce generally
away as cheaply as possible.  TUntil that
comes ahout, things will be hard. In
{luis respeet the requests for harbour im-
provements appeal to me. The harbours
from one end of the State to the other,
wherever required, ought to he placed in
a eondilion o deal with the produee of
their distriets in as cheap a manner as
possible.  Similarly with the railways.
There is a depulation to wail on the
Premier to-morrow respecling a rvailway
survey of 14 miles out from Mount Bar-
ker into lhe great Sonth-Wesl. Tt has
heen talked about forr vears, and now
the setllevs are asking for the survey.
We know that il is an apple-growing dis-
triet. and the orchards are inereasing
every vear, 1 may say that large stocks
of apples ave being held both in that
distviet and in Albhany at present, wait-
ing for the price lo rise. There is one
vailway  whieh has been advoeated, T
think. ever sinee the infroduction of [e-
sponsible Clovernment, and whirh was
alwavs a great idea of the Rf. Hon. Sir
John TPorrest. That is a railway to con-
neet Abhany with Bridgelown or RBig
Brook, or one of those centres. There
is n railway now to Denmark of forty
odd miles, but the people are stuck there
and having a very hard time. Of course,
that railway earries a good dea of traffie,
althangh T eannot supply the figures.
The country fhere is heavily timbered,
and it is something for the new settler to
deal with. Tately the Government have
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come to the assistance of the seftlers in
a very fair way: they have supplied the
seltlers with cows imported from the East,
and some of those selilers are doing very
well, I am told by the manager of the
State Larm,  Stil, some of those setilers
de not wnderstand the management of
their holdings as they ought to do. It
15 @ very rough place for people coming
ont from England, and they have a try-
mg lime. The Government have some
wdea of lixing up matters so as to con-
neet that country to the Great Southern
railway by a spur line. That will be a
boon 1o ali out there. We know tha
the sonth-western district is verv wel,
iore  particularly in winter; and it is
hard to get over the land except with
a strong team, and that means a sum
of money. Therefore, railway communi-
cation is necessary in that disiriet. The
seitlers are all planting fruit trees. Only
the other evening at one small spot, Cran-
brook. T saw 19,000 trees arvive, all
ordered, and all to go info the ground
this year. The pcople are not idle in
that direction, and are still endeavour-
ing to get along. o far as Albany is
concerned. I wish to say that the Gov-
ernment have come to onr rescue afier
long vears of lalk, and have given ns a
really first-class waler supply. The eost
has heen pretiy heavy, as the water comes
a long wayv; but T suppose the supply
i< worth the money,
that the water comes from a place where
there is not likely to be any pollution.
'The Water Supply Depariment, I under-
stand, are well satisfied. Further, the
" Giovernment have actually made a start
wilh one worker’s home at Albany; and
they have made no mistake about that.
They will lose nothing by that job-—il is
a good house, in a good position, and
well bunilt. T understand that appliea-
tions are in for many more workers
homes, and I hope they will all rececive
favourahle consideration, so long as
everything is correct. Of course, I do
not wish to see the Government advance
money on anything; and T do not sup-
pose anyone else wishes that. Tt will
be a good thing for the workers. and T

I am glad to say .
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consider the CGovernment are to be con-
gralulated in eonneetion with the workers'

homes scheme. It is well that the
workers  should make homes  for
themselves, whether on the sys-

tem of leasehold for a number of
vears, or fee simple. I myself prefer fee
simple, although 1 may be a bit old-
fashioned in that. As I told you, I am
not prepared to deal with apything at
very great length to-night. T thought
my turn would have come on Tuesday,
and I had hoped to say a great deal more,
but T have not vet the information I re-
r|uue in regard to shipping, and so forth,
and in eonsequenee I am not able to go
on,

Ou motion by Hon. W. Patrick, debate
adjourned. .

House adjourned at 8.17 p.m.

Legislative Esscmbiy,
Thursday, 2nd July, 1914.
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QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL COL-
LEGE, AVONDALE ESTATE.

Mr. BROUN asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Is the area reserved in the
Avondale eslate to be used for the pur-
pose of establishing an agrienliural eol-
lege? 2, If so, when do tlie Government
anticipate opening same for the purposes
intended?



